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(Good intentions,
unlikely alliances
can brighten up

the dark

People &
Places

ANTHONY
REINHART

TORONTE

u msaniths g, December

abways e darkesr: darker

sl when viewsed through

Blackomed ryes andd san
s

Ax Capada’s oldest shelter for
ahused women and ihelr children,
Tossm o lnterval Howisr has seen
32 Deecemibsees, 10000 wsinen asd
maore dark days tham it werkers
can eoant singe [ opensed nan
&kl Biiises i\ 197

Sallll, theere Mnen’l ANy cornéers
ihai the light doesn'i reach Inskde
the basge, newdy renovated budld
Eng where the abelior will relocale
met i th, Chianb 1o large wiin-
dioers, endighiened thinking asd
umlikely alliamoes

CFeer the past theee yeams, Indor-
vall Hoser = o wormses’s callective
with no executhve director
tagped im o wha s arguably the
gl Baditiom of 1sadatlionad male
peorevet in ihe coumiry ay Sreeet
— i helip fand fis &5 millen
A

Im the process, the agency has
managed o challenge steeoa-
types, and ralse a few cyehrors,
o Bsails akded ol the bargain.

W et solve this proldem o
our mwm.” salkd Lesdey Ackorill. an
Interval House admindviraior whsn
Bed hee Huirsdingg drive with bang-
thme collespae Nuadine Chan. “We
o] #o bulld & partnership. with
e and wosnen,”

times

Axshelter emaployees fgr nearly
20 years, Bsth worson are fully
swnre of 1he conseqiscmsees of
male violence owand women. and
hirw shaliers, in furm, are seen s
havers log hard antitudes agd serl-
dent leminise politcs.

That Image dosean't sull M. Ack
rill ard M. Chan, wha approach
Uerie work with an irmepeessibis
ol hommiear, ard beel the prob:
lern of domesile violence bs benier
whrwed from adop bridges than be-
Bl [

=| maean, there afe goad men ol
there,” bs, Cham sabd vesterday,
amild the umell of fresh paing in
ool the expanded ahellery Bum-
Iy sl oes.

Mbs, Ackrill and Ms, Chan, both
married and in their lade $0u, havwe
el Ehone i & bow good men
slesce the sheelves's board charged
themn with the tsak, ihinee years
ags, ol raliing enowgh caih bo rx-
pard bs 30 beds leom X3

Early om. ey Began 1o receive
donations. made in lea of Mowers,
e Mebrreds and eelatbves ol a Toe-
o L o s i e

1% urmsd ot hist thee wWiimdams
was the #W-something mother of
Michacl Young, global hesd of real
estmle o CIBC Woald Markets,
arwl Bils brodhier, Toromio play.
wright Dhavid Yomng. The beothers
direeted danatians 1o Interal
ouse Becanse thelr meother
“would peally love this lite sirest-
Erent chaaring” M, Ackrill sald,

Al he timss, the e womEen
were still cavtisg about for o high-
pavdllle vedundcer o pui a pablic
[aee on leir campalgn, 0 osder 6o
enaiane all 55 millos wik rdeed.
%o dhiry approached Michae]
Vieurg sl sald, “Why don’i you
da 1T

*Hie thargh. *I'ms m guy,’ = -
pying he was a bess- than: kieal

CANADA + A3

Lesley Ackrill snd Nadine Chan, long-ime colleagues ad Inierval Howse in Toronio, ralsed £5-millon for s new bullding io help abased wemen.

choloe, M. Sckeill sakil.

M. Voumng, wheo spliis his fime
between Toromio amd Dallkas, sug-
prited several well- placed Torenis
women with fandralsieg eoperi-
enee, bt all had oibser commnii
s, Sa Mo, Ackorill and M,
Chan put the queston to Bm
agalm and he socepied.

I the coavidors of the money
lwers, Mr. Yomng ioon loand
il o8 the reoeivisg ¢l al
quiesibens abosi his work fof a
wenmmsrn's shelver, and hasd o ex:
plain b “this iy el abois) woen-
emoniy s s sbout famBlies,” M

Chisn dabd.

Soon emoutgh, his bellow salis
were reaching for ihelr cheguc-
boinks,

W uiad 1080 el g, Gl

one, with meen and womsen, caeou-

itbers and awmers, buge barons,”
M, Acksill sald, wmiling widehy
“They came 1o the abelier] and

il o odmr baby chiadrs bn owr base-

miend office,”

The piod peditive domsar parked
theie Mercedes amd Ferrasia out
Hrond and iowred thae odd Bouse,
Bislrnieg o s wonsen’s wborke.
Ms. Ackrill mnd Ms. Chan, bn urm.

were inviced dowmieam o glve
proscmiations,

“Bcdore b, Nadine aml | had
il adeguped bool @ Bay and Ade-
Lakde.” Ma Ackrill sabd. "Sow we
know every board ream.®

Yeaberday, ad by sal o a
brand- mew shelves bed and
laughed ar che lonsge of cthose ops
ot e woalds colliding, (b wons-
en painted out that (B ahelier Bad
Ehways been fscally conaervative.
and has ever strayed indo the red
— a virang sclling podnt whin
pisching b0 corporwe rypes.

Sore signifllcanily, they were

abde so convey the peevaage [t
damiesiic dolenos b a cleas and
obrrioin cammrundty problens, not
sl s prickly gender Baue o
bz avnldied

o did ehev dio BT The sheeloes
wadkees and the ssils 100K & shep
il e 1hee Baaiprsed speTely L.
anad bovwmrd pach oiher

“Wirre furttianleg in dilferent
s W don'n mave BOOERA 10
thizirs and they don't bave sooess.
B0 osare,” M Ackrill sakd. =5a, we

Ery 1= build a Bridge.”

arripharidgishwa ndweall o



